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Riitta, 2008, 50 x 65
Johanna, 2008, 50 x 65
Marja-Liisa, 2007, 50 x 65

>
Kimmo, 2007, 180 x 248

> >
From the series: Last night to Kimmo,
2005, 50 x 65

B 2004-oM rozy, rocsie cMepTHU CBOeH MaTepH, 5 HAIlleJ CPeJiu ee JINYHBIX
Belllell KOHBEPT, Ize Jyexanu ¢ororpaduu He3HAKOMBIX MHe KeHIIuH. Ha
000POTHOM CTOPOHE OFHOU U3 doTorpaduil O6bIJIO HATIHCAHO: «AJ1s KuMMO
B IOCJIETHIOI0 HOUBIO 13.11.44 Ups», Ha Apyroi: «Jlrobumomy». JIrobumble
skeHIUHBI oTHa? KTo oHM Ob11M — 1 Tak MHOTO? K1Ba i1 XOTh O7[HA U3 HUX,
U IJie OHU?

Motii oter; ymep B 1972-0M roay. Most maTh xpaHusia ¢gororpadpuu Joou-
MBIX JKeHIITUH 0TIa 6oJiee 30 yieT. BonpmuHCTBO poTOorpaduii 6N BpeMeH
BOWHBI. MHe CTaJI0 OUeBUIHBIM, UTO YaCTh U3 HUX ObLJIA MOCIaHa HA PPOHT
BMeCTe C KOppeCcHoHZleHIIuel. DTU NuchMa MPUHOCUIIH COJIIATaM yTelleHue
U CUJIBl M HATIOMUHAJIU UM O TOM, PAa/Ii Yero OHU 3alUIIAIN CBOE OTeYeCT-
B0. Moii oTerr GBI CTPACTHBIM ITHCATEIEM.

A HayaJ MOATOTABIMBATH CEPUI0 KapTUH 0 KUMMO 1 ero KeHIIUHAaX.
MHe X0TeJIoCh BKJIIOYUTH TyZla U CBOIO MaTh, dcTep. OHA HapucoBaHA IO
cBasebHOM (poTorpadum, Tak ke, Kak u orell. JKU3Hb MOero OTIja Havasa
COIIOCTABJIATHCA C MOEH KU3HbIO; C MOMMU KEHIIUHAMU, Apy3bAMU. KapTu-
Ha 0 4YeJI0BeKe; IOPTPeT, HADUCOBAHHBIN KPYIIHBIM IJIAHOM, cTajll (OpMOH,
KOTOPYIO 1 XOTeJI B JaJIbHelIeM pa3pabaTeiBaTh B I[BETOBOM BapuaHTe. fI
CO CBOUMH KEHIIUHAMH, PAJIOM C OTIIOM U €ero JKeHIMUHaMu. fl HuKorza He
JIOCTUT JIECATH - YPOBHA CBOETO OTIA.

CozepskaHUI0 MOUX pabOT OOJIbIIIE HE XBATAJIO TOJIBKO MPUCTAJIBHO CMOT-
peTh HazaJ, Ha CBOIO IPOIUIYIO KU3Hb, & CMOTPETh Ha3a/l Ha IPOILJIbIE OT-
HOIIEHUS C JIOAbMHU OBLIO CIUIIKOM YTOMUTEJIHHO. MOM KapTHUHBI CTaJH
TpebOBaTh AKTUBHOTO COZlepKAHUA. POAMIINCH KAaPTUHBI APYTOTO POa, Kap-
THUHBI O JIIOJAAX B UX OOBIZIEHHOM »KU3HU. Pojuiiacek BeicTaBka «IIuso, Co-
cucku, Curapetsl». [TopTpeTamu g nepeiaio HalpsAKeHUE MEX/LY JIIOAbMU U
MeX/ly KapTuHaMu. [lesaio MHCTANAIIUIO O CBOEH KU3HU U O KU3HU CBOETO
oTLA.

S xouy yBUzIETH, UTO OyEeT MPOUCXOAUTD, KOTZIA CTEHBI OYAYT MOJTHBI JIH-
1IaM¥, CMOTPAIIUMU Ha 3puTesd. KTo ThI?






In 2004 after my mother passed away | found in her files an envelope, which con-
tained photographs of women unfamiliar to me. On the back of one photo there was
a signature by Irja, with a note ‘to Kimmo in the last night 11/29/1944’; on the back
of another one just ‘Dear’.Were they my dad’s ladies? Who were they — and so many
of them? Could someone still be alive and where could they be?

My dad died in 1972. My mother had stored these photos of his girlfriends for
over 30 years.

Most of the photos dated back to the war years. | found out that some of them
were attached with letters sent to the frontier. Such correspondence brought com-
fort to soldiers on the frontier and helped young men to endure and to remember
why they were defending their country. My father was a keen writer. | started to paint
a series of Kimmo and his women. | also wanted to include my mother, Ester. Both
hers and dad’s portraits are based on their wedding photograph.

In my mind | started to parallel my dad’s life to my own, my women, my friends.
Painting of a human being, in the form of a portrait, was the form and technique that
| wanted to expand in colour. | set myself and my women next to dad’s women. | did
not reach my target, number ten, on par with dad.

Looking back to my life and to past relationships was not enough to motivate my
work and it became tiring. The paintings began to require active contents. Other kind
of pictures started to emerge, paintings of people in daily life. Thus emerged Beer,
Sausage, Cigarette. Through facial portraits | try to express tensions between human
beings, paintings. | create installations of my own and my dad’s life.

| want to see what arises when walls are covered by faces watching at the viewer.
Who are you?
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Self-portrait in the 1960°s
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